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The adopted plan which was devel-
oped based on extensive traffi c analy-
sis, public workshops, and stakeholder 
meetings, includes reducing the four-
lane roadway to three lanes in the 
downtown area, adding bicycle lanes, 
enhancing pedestrian crossing facilities, 
wider sidewalks, and maintaining traffi c 
fl ow through targeted intersection im-
provements and coordination of traffi c 
signals.  Following a large wildfi re near 
the community which occurred during 
the process, the plan was modifi ed to 
eliminate any landscaped medians in 

the three-lane section, and to include 
decorative pavement in the center 
lane to be used as a second evacua-
tion lane in the event of future fi res.  
The plan also includes a new parking 
lot and public gathering space near 
the core of downtown to further 
support the economic revitalization 
of the downtown area.  Subsequent 
to this effort, the Town embarked on 

a Downtown Capital Improvements 
Master Plan for other streets in the 
downtown area.  Following adoption 
of this Plan, the Town intends to seek 
funding to implement the downtown 
portion of the Skyway Corridor Plan.
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The “Skyway” serves as the Town of Paradise’s “Main Street” and primary connection 
to jobs and shopping in the County of Butte’s largest community, Chico, CA.  Traffi c 
volumes, speed and the roadway’s existing geometrics have forced Skyway to be less of 
a “Main Street” and more of an expressway, limiting the ability for the downtown area 
to fl ourish.  The completed Skyway Corridor Plan developed measures intended to re-
duce vehicle speeds and attract pedestrian circulation while balancing traffi c demands.

The Butte County Association of Governments (BCAG) retained Whitlock & 
Weinberger Transportation, Inc. (W-Trans) and RRM Design Group to prepare the 
study for the corridor.  The purpose of the study was to collaborate with staff 
from the Town of Paradise and area residents, established community-based or-
ganizations (CBOs), and other stakeholders to develop a community supported 
plan that addressed traffi c safety, circulation, pedestrian, and aesthetic defi ciencies 
within the existing corridor.  Given the constraints in the corridor, various users 
of the Skyway and volume of traffi c, it was critical that the team demonstrate that 
the adopted plan alternative would function from a traffi c operations standpoint. 


